DEFENSE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20340-

U-4,070/ISM-1(FOIA) 7 April 2003

Mr. John Young ] : Lo if«f’f‘-
Crptome.org SN 5
251 West 89" Street, Suite 6E 70 i e il

New York, NY 10024 L
\\\"’-._ A

Dear Mr. Young:

This responds to your request under the Freedom of Information Act dated 29 March 2001.
Therein you requested records from the Army concerning Argentina Intelligence Services,
ZF400004W. In processing your request, Army located 5 records within the purview of DIA and
forwarded them to us on 4 October 2001 for review and direct response to you.

Upon review, it has been determined that some portions of three of the documents are not
releasable. The portions withheld are exempt from release pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552 (b)(1),
(b)(2), (b)(3), and (b)(6), Freedom of Information Act. Subsection (b)(1) applies to information
properly classified under the criteria provided by Executive Order 12958. Subsection (b)(2)
applies to information which pertains solely to the internal rules and practices of the agency.
Subsection (b)(3) applies to information specifically exempted by a statute establishing particular
criteria for withholding. The applicable statute is 10 U.S.C. Section 424. Subsection (b)(6)
applies to information which if released would constitute an unwarranted invasion of the
personal privacy of other individuals. All reasonably segregable portions of the documents are
attached hercto.

All substantive portions of the remaining two documents are not releasable. The withheld
portions are exempt from release pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552 (b)(1), (b)(2), and (b)(3), Freedom of
Information Act. There are no reasonably segregable portions of this exempt material.

You are advised that a requester may appeal, within 60 davs, an initial decision to withhold a
record or part thereof. Should you wish to exercise this right, you may do so by referring to case
#0069-02 and addressing your appeal to:

Defense Intelligence Agency
ATTN: ISM-1(FOIA)
Washington, D.C. 20340-5100

Sincerely, P

-~ SE
f.f . V/V / .»-ﬁ
Jler Lt ! J o
L .

3 Enclosures a/s RdBERT P. RICHARDSON
Chicf, Freedom of Information Act Staff
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—GOA law 20.19% was announced 9 March establishing a National _
Intelligence Center. The Intelligerce Centar will have elements frem °
several collection agencies including those of SIDE, the Arped
Forces and the Federal Police. Other secters. of government will
yarticipate es required in their sreas of interest. The Center .
will be directed by a committee formed for the base organizations
and will be presided over by & compander of Flag rank. The presiding
officer will be titled Chief of Natiocpal Intelligence and will be at S -
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Secrefary level. The new chief will be named by the President based -

on the nomination by the Joint Commanders of the Armed Forces, [ah)
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3 1. FUNCTIONS: The Tetional Intelligence Center will plan, orient,
[4 - centralize and coordinate stragegic intelligence production using
assets of other intelligence services. ( )(2

2. Induce end maintain & general appreciation for sirategic Intelligen
5. Distribute strategic intelligence to the Executive, the
Fational Security Council, the Military Committee, mnd the organs
of planning and execution of National Securi ty.
r Formilate and paintain doctrine on national. intelligence,.

COMENT: This law formulizes an already functioning ad hot group and erpears
primerily an effort to put affairs in order before the change of gove nt.
This law replaces article 25 of GOA Law 16.970
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1. The Arpentine Arriy Intellicence ‘ervice (SIF) is divided into two groups,
the Ary Intclligence !‘chool arxl an organization of intellirence agents vith field
offices throughout the country. The overall intellirence effort of the Armmy's
cervicio de Informaciones del Ejérecito (SIE} is apparently confined to operations
it iin the country of ARU'ITL A, Exterior operations are the responaibility of

Sivision 1I, Arpgentine Arny General Staflf through its control of the attache system, =

ir coordination with the responsibility of Secretarfa de Informacioncs del Estado
{..1.£) vhics employs agents overscas in a manncr sirdlar to the United Ststes CIAC

2. The director of the SIF, at present a colonel, base dranch Cavalry, re-
ports directly to the Secrctary of Army. His school operates through a sudb-director,
&L present rank of ecolimel, and produces oificer ami sorr-comisaioned officer gra-
Jductes for duty as Intelligence officears at all levels within the Ary including
General Staff and, in addition, agent officers to serve in the Servicio de Seruridad
gel J Jéreito, Tecurity serwvice of the Aryy (SSE). ‘The SSE is apparently an under—
cover orpanization similar to the secret service employed by Perdn but operated <
uncer rejulations which minimize its interfior spylng sctiviti on units of the Army’
anu axirires its ability to keep scheck on subversive activities, be they in guiee
of peronism, commmisa, or sm incipient "“golpe” against the govermant. .

3. SSE officers are not openly identiffed although they arc probebly known to
the comanding generals of esch major f£ield cormand, division and army and to the
cormanding officers of the litary fleglons. The SSE officers premmahly have
stctions Arro riem commands and, nkewisa, in the major urban areas.




PAGE ND. % {Classification;

FROM ~SECREY— "eX@UDED FROM GENERAL
(b)(2) CLASSIFICATION SCHEDULR

r 2

.

They maintain llaison with the unit intelligence officers at Army and divisional
level. If required by any unit commander, they will place agents within the unit
to counteract reported subversive activities, .
e TN

ho It is prm that Major David Ren$é CABRFTA-whese house was bombed re-
centl jubmaddun- W? Buencs Alres, resulting in the death of a child,'
was an active SSE officer. '}z.{s even said that the force of the explosion in his
hooe was increassd by stores of explosives which he himself was keeping within his
house. At any rate he is said to bave led ssvere action in the past against variocus
peroniotlnbororgmiuumnandform.hommtwmum

5. The SSE organizstion as well as the School of Infomatim is centered arcd
directed from an open office bullding in BUELQS AIRES. There is no attempt to con-
ceal the ldentlity of thess two buildings. This is typical of the RHaval Intenipwrp
School or SIN as well as the SIIB., However the mumber of SSE agen n Yo

13 noted that this mame request 1.6. for high-level staf
muni so, has been received [rom General taff officers,

(b)(1)

recent expression of interest trm the Ceneral f ha o6n 88 L0 Lhe operation . N
of the U. S. Ary Psycho)o‘gical Jarfare School. -

enitly no central clearance s

Lem operat.ed by the Argentine

expressed confidence that. the

Arg;entine An:w did not need to use such a sys em for its officer corps because of

»/ the system of induction through the Mational !'ilitary Academy and the close rel:z'.lon
which exists within a small officer corps. MNdither were they concerned about ti.e
NCOs, although they admitted that occasionally they were required to place kncun
conmtini st sympathizers at unimportant posts. ! A1l NCOs are inducted through an .oJ

~3
Academy L~year course. ?%
2

Y

7. The orientation of the Argentine Army intelligence effort is believed to
be the result of the Army's pre-occupation with a threat of revolutionary warfarc
Although five years have elapsed since the ouster of Perdn, the Arry believes th.: . g C:’
s5till exists within the country a peronist base within the laboring class which =
could be exploited either from within or without the country by the type of un- el
disciplined leadership which emerged in CUBA. Communism is belleved a threat inas- S,
much as 1t would exploit this peronist mass or control the leaders. The Argentine - gl
Army believes thaot communism will never penetrate the Ar-entine Army officer corgs
and will always be partially checked in public by the Catholic Church, The Army )
advocates a stern policy by the Federal Covernment both in eradicating communists .
from the key positions to which it 1s believed it is now infiltrated and in suppres- e
sing porenist revivpl, The Army believes that commnism has already entered its 2
second phase of activity in ARGLITILA, that is, ihat the povernmeni, the Police - re 2
and the schools have been infiltrated. It fs a duty then of the SSE to report cr -
this imnediately within the country and it was probably based upon their reports -
that Cecretary of Army LARCIER was so outspoken in his criticism of the government
of CORDOBA several weeks prior tc the implementation cf the CONIITES Plan. Like-
wise this plan and the subsequent federal intervention of the Province of CORDOBA-
was in large based on intelligence developed by the SSE. To date, however, there
has been very little publicity sbout the activities of these agents and all publie
statements have been made by the line commander concerned. In the case of CORDNEA
the Fourth Division Commsnder, General LANDA, obviously primed with information,
spear-headed the Army's criticism of the Covernment of CORDOBA.
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1. T!%ngﬂllnn_tnnx_§ggxlcb de”Informac iones {SIE) s
does contro ype CIC orpanfzation from central intelligence
school operatod in Buenos Aires to include rognonal offices .
for.-SSE {Servicio de Seguridad Del Eyercito). #8& organi- &
zation paralle iy organization estimated to division T

—_ level probably covering all important population centers. -
= Note that SSE offiier is not a member of local unit staff but 7
i functions directly under control of commandant for service .=
w3 of security who has office at information school in Buenos ----
P Aires, WNote also SSE officers now prohibited use under cover -
s agents within arng units without knowledge commander, Other- -
- wise mission of S5t similar to USCIC. :
b 2. Estimate total nuwber officers active within SSE - 5%
e under 30 based upon overall information school output of o
i:% : which SSE personnel constitute minority. ‘Apparently SSE ~ —ugeg
g organization at one time included secret agents but these -

e " (0)(1) disbanded subsequent Peron. e it

g O communist infiltration of Arqentlae Arny of f .

Y. Co _ rank non-existent.. {To Indicate control by BSE cited one .

35 gif " recent 1957 case &F wn . officer dismissed fron-arng for Tials

- - -with notorious womgn.communist) based on systew selection

. (b)) of offlcers and ] ngth of training three yoars
7 SSE should constitute sfficient corps bui note thai principais

objective is dotcctlen puUrces revolutionary parfare outside =
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